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Why am I receiving this information? 
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) advises you of its intention to file an application with the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) to amend the Fidler 312S Collector Substation Needs Identification 
Document (Fidler NID) Approval No. U2013-234 (Fidler NID Approval). 

The Fidler NID Approval includes a provision to rebuild the existing portion of 624L transmission line as 
required to increase the capacity of the line. The AESO and AltaLink Management Ltd. (AltaLink) have 
since determined that the existing 624L transmission line will provide sufficient transmission capacity in 
the area and that the rebuild to a higher capacity is not required. Therefore, the AESO is applying for a 
minor amendment of the Fidler NID Approval in which it will seek approval from the AUC to remove the 
approved rebuild of the existing portion of 624L transmission line. No other changes are proposed to the 
Fidler NID Approval. 

The AESO is providing this information to stakeholders, including landowners, occupants and residents in 
the area that may be affected by the change in transmission development. The AESO intends to file the 
amendment with the AUC in summer 2013.  The amendment will be available at 
http://www.aeso.ca/transmission/20554.html at the time of the AESO’s application to the AUC. 

Background 
The AESO filed the Fidler NID with the AUC on October 29, 2012, by Application No. 1608960, and the 
AUC approved the Fidler NID on May 10, 2013. The Fidler substation and the 240 kV transmission line 
connecting the substation to the existing transmission system are needed to facilitate the connection of 
wind generation in the area northeast of Pincher Creek and to alleviate existing system constraints. 

In preparing the Fidler NID, the AESO discussed this need with stakeholders through a series of open 
houses held in Pincher Creek, Cowley and Lundbreck in 2012. Information was also provided in 
newsletters sent throughout the area via postal code mailout (unaddressed mail). 

Who is the AESO? 
Alberta’s transmission system, sometimes referred to as the Alberta Interconnected Electric System 
(AIES), is planned and operated by the AESO. The transmission system comprises the high-voltage lines, 
towers and equipment (generally 69 kV and above) that transmit electricity from generators to lower 
voltage systems that distribute electricity to cities, towns, rural areas and large industrial customers. 

The AESO’s role is to maintain the safe, reliable and economic operation of the AIES. The AESO’s 
planning responsibility includes determining the need for transmission system development and the 
manner in which that need is met. The AESO is also mandated to facilitate the interconnection of qualified 
market participants to the AIES. The AESO is regulated by the AUC and must apply to the AUC for 
approval of its needs identification documents. 
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How is AltaLink Management Ltd. involved? 
AltaLink is the transmission facilities owner in the Pincher Creek area. While the AESO is responsible for 
identifying that transmission system development is needed, AltaLink is responsible for detailed siting and 
routing, constructing, operating and maintaining the associated transmission facilities. 

For More Information 
The AESO believes anyone potentially affected by transmission planning should have the opportunity to 
participate in the process and provide input. The AESO appreciates your views on the need for 
transmission system development and encourages your comments and participation. 

For further information, the Fidler NID Approval can be found on the AUC website at 
http://www.auc.ab.ca/applications/orders/utility-orders/Utility%20Orders/2013/U2013-234.pdf 

The approved Fidler NID can be found on the AESO website at 
http://www.aeso.ca/transmission/20554.html 
Please contact Megan Harris through stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca or call our stakeholder relations 
toll-free line at 1-888-866-2959 if you have any questions or suggestions. 
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